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Opponent’s Review
Regarding the application for the scientific-pedagogical title of Professor in

’ ~ the field of Media and Communication Studies

This review provides an assessment of the candidacy of doc. PhDr. Martin Kasarda, Dr.,
for the title of professor in the discipline Mass Media Studies. It is based on an analysis of the
submitted documentation, including the list of publications and citations, evidence of meeting
formal criteria, pedagogical activities, and additional supporting materials. Its purpose is to of-
fer a comprehensive evaluation of the candidate’s academic qualifications and achievements.
Associate professor Martin Kasarda is a capable pedagogue, which is the result of his long-term
work as an academic teacher. Having graduated from pedagogy at the Constantine the Philos-
opher University in Niira, he has a very good background both theoretically and practically-
The university classes he conducts are diverse, but closely related to his main research interests:
mass media, literature and journalism. These classes are of interest and appreciation to students
at all levels of university education. Associate professor Martin Kasarda conducts practical
classes, lectures, and seminars at various degrees of study. He was the supervisor of many the-
sis, as well as bachelors (75), master’s (92) and PhD (3). These numbers will likely increase, as
he continues supervising seminars. Students’ interest in seminars demonstrates their confidence
in the candidate’s knowledge and competences, as well as his professional approach to super-
vising the studies undertaken by young researchers. The number of reviews of bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s, and doctoral theses demonstrates that associate professor Martin Kasarda’s qualifications,
knowledge, and research and teaching methods are also valued by other scholars. It is worth
noting that doc. Kasarda currently supervises four PhD students, which is a significant contri-
bution to the development of new university research and teaching staff. The topics undertaken
by his seminar students at any levels are highly interesting and indicate the supervisor’s com-
petence and knowledge, as well as his thorough understanding of contemporary cultural, media,
social, and literary issues. Martin Kasarda also shares his knowledge in university textbooks.

These are either author’s publications, such as Stylistika pre Zurnalistov, Praktickd prirucka
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pisania pre profesiondlov, or chapters in scholarbooks for students, such as Vyrvorte si viastné
média: (web noviny, socidine siete), which were published in the work Clovek pred cameraou
a vytvorte si viasiné media.

The Candidate’s administrative work, focused on the best interest of university, is also
noteworthy. I’m thinking here of his successful involvement in developing study programs and
accreditation documentation for the undergraduate, graduate and PhD studies (2016; 2023). It
should be also noted that associate professor Kasarda, heading the Mass Media and Marketing
Communication Department, effectively develops it, contributing to the recognition and
strengthening of the scientific achievements of both his Faculty and the university. He also
supports the department as an active journalist and editor of several journals.

The Candidate does not neglect research work either, His achievements are extensive
and diverse; individual works are consistently related to his main area of interest. It is signifi-
cant because it demonstrates doc. Martin Kasarda’s development as a researcher and the scien-
tific potential inherent in his chosen field of study. It is clear from his work that, by operating
in the field of mass media and related categories of contemporary culture, Martin Kasarda rec-
ognizes and formulates significant research problems, identifies opportunities for the develop-
ment of the phenomena he is interested in, the reasons for their expansion and evolution, as
well as the benefits and threats arising from this fact,

This is not an easy task at all, as the Candidate operates, firstly, in the field of popular
culture ~ with all its advantages and disadvantages, as well as the research constraints resulting
from the long-cultivated, reluctant attitude of researchers from Central Europe to this phenom-
enon. Texts and other artifacts of popular culture were (and often still are) treated by expe}ts
researching high culture as devoid of any value, and therefore forbidden or inadvisable for
scholarly analyses and focusing.

The other and even more important field doc. Kasarda focuses on is mass media, which
has also been earlier ignored (at best) by scholars. Both fields of research are alive and con-
stantly developing and evolving, which poses an additional challenge for researchers. We do
not have a static, unchanging, still phenomenon. but a culture in constant motion, dynamic, and

requiring constant attention and interaction.
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The Candidate is the author of several well-received scientific monographs and nu-
merous articles, published either in important collective monographs or in major scientific jour-
nals. Their numbers clearly demonstrate a high level of scientific publishing activity. Among
these publications, there are texts that are particularly close to me, such as Populdrna kultira a
m;zsové média = .od karnevalovej ulice po virtualny svet (2013) or Kniha: Najvddsi vyndlez
ludstva (2023) — especially that I also consider a printed book to be the most important inven-
tion of humanity and I share the opinion of Umberto Eco, Jean-Claude Carriére, and Jean-Phil-
lippe de Tonnac, whom Kasarda also cites in his monograph: books will not disappear (This is
not the end of the book, 2009; Polish title: Nie mys$l, ze ksigzki znikng). This is clearly visible:
modern authors often start by publishing online, for example on Wattpad, but they consider it
an ennoblement to have their books in a paper version.

Author’s articles also demonstrate his considerable professionalism and interest in
what’s happening with culture and its texts in the contemporary world. Here I’d like to point to
works in English (though there is no shortage of those in Slovak), for example Fate, Death, and
Marketing. Is a Book the Same Product as Yogurt or a Car?, which deals with the commercial-
ization of cultural texts (a discussion about that question has been ongoing in Poland for many
years), and Social Media Usage as a Solution to the Financial Problems of European SMEs:
International Comparison of Firms in the Iron and Mining Industries (especially important
now, when the global debate on the role and impact of social media is ongoing — or rather just
beginning). But Shocking in Popular Music: Commodification by Eccentricity is also important,
if only because we live in a culture where shock and scandal are becoming the foundation upon
which many persons aspiring to be artists based their recognition. In turn, paper titled The Truth
of Passion: About the Destruction of Public Discussion by Virtual Space accurately points out
the dangers of shifting the discussion from real space to virtual space; of replacing facts with
factoids (Norman Mailer’s term), and substantive discussion and objective arguments with
,.like” or ,,dislike” icons.

Associate professor Martin Kasarda is also the recipient of several grants — as the main
executor and as a collaborator in the projects. The topics of these are highly relevant: they
concern about the role of books in the world, freedom of the media and of expression, the rela-

tionship between media and politics, etc. Many of the phenomena he studies are relatively new,
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rapidly evolving, and insufficiently theorized. These grants are also closely related to Martin
Kasarda’s research interests and, supported by his journalistic activity, have resulted in signif-
icant achievements in both publications and the scope of his teaching. This allows the Candidate
to effectively form a new, responsible generation of informed users of contemporary culture
and reliable journalists. Martin Kasarda’s involvement in academic life also contributes to this
goal: he has participated in numerous conferences of varying scope, has been invited to lecture
at national and international level, and has served as a keynote speaker at scientific events.

The literary work of associate professor Martin Kasarda should also be mentioned. In
my opinion, it is of great significance, as it constitutes a crucial element of his identity both as
a scientist and as a pedagogue. The fact that Martin Kasarda is an artist and a writer also influ-
ences what kind of researcher and a teacher he is. The aesthetic categories (e.g., grotesque,
humor), the way of using language, and the narrative and artistic solutions employed in works
such as Dole! Dole! O mafianskej Skole, Budiicnost' na predaj, and Krajina krasnych Fudi per-
fectly illustrate author’s approach to reality: with detachment, yet with a full understanding of
the seriousness and importance of the issues being addressed.

I perceive associate professor Martin Kasarda as an open-minded person with broad
interests and a strong commitment to scientific work. This is best demonstrated by the Candi-
date’s extensive body of work, which reflects his personality as a human being, journalist, artist,
and — above all — researcher.

His numerous scholarly works turned out to be highly valuable and have enriched per-

spectives within cultural, social, and media studies by introducing a Slovak viewpoint. This

enrichment is especially significant for research on popular literature and culture, domains that.

today constitute shared and interconnected experiences across Europe. It is equally relevant for
media studies, particularly given the globalization and dynamic development of contemporary
media environments.

[ regard the research conducted by Martin Kasarda as both important and relevant to the
contemporary landscape of the humanities, including media studies. In his academic work, as-
sociate professor Kasarda consistently engages with essential cultural and social dimensions of

the modern world, employing contemporary methodological tools while remaining firmly an-

chored in established scholarly traditions.
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Taking all this into account, I state that Martin Kasarda’s achievements qualify him
to apply for the title of professor. He even exceed the requirements for candidates for this title.
I consider associate professor Martin Kasarda’s scientific achievements to be significant, orig-
inal, and important to the field of study of his choice. Therefore, I support associate professor

Martin Kasarda’s application to awarding him the title of professor.
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Oponentsky posudok
k Ziadosti o vedecko-pedagogicky titul profesor v odbore Masmedialne
studia

Tento posudok hodnoti kandidatiru doc. PhDr. Martina Kasardu, Dr. na titul profesor v
odbore Masniedialne $tidi. Vychédza z analyzy predloZenej dokumentécie vratane zoznamu
publikécii a-citacii, dokazov o splneni formalnych kritérii, pedagogickej innosti a d’alsich
podpornych materidlov. Jej icelom je ponuknut’ komplexné zhodnotenie akademickej
kvalifikicie a dosiahnutych vysledkov kandidata. Docent Martin Kasarda je schopny pedagég,
¢o je vysledkom jeho dlhoroénej prace ako akademického vyucujiceho. Vystudoval
pedagogiku na Univerzite Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre a ma vel'mi dobré teoretické aj
praktické zdzemie. Predmety, ktoré na univerzite vyuduje, sit rozmanité, ale uzko sitvisia s jeho
hlavnymi vyskumnymi zdujmami: masmédiami, literatirou a Zurnalistikou. Tieto predmety st
zaujimavé a cenené pre Studentov vietkych stupfiov univerzitného vzdeldvania. Docent Martin
Kasarda vedie praktické cvi€enia, prednasky a semindre na réznych stupiioch $tadia. Bol
Skolitefom mnohych zavere¢nych prac, vratane bakalarskych (75), magisterskych (92) a
doktorandskych (3). Tieto &isla budi pravdepodobne rast, ked’Ze pokraduje vo vedeni
seminarov. Zaujem Studentov o jeho seminéare sved¢i o ich dévere vo vedomosti a kompetencie
kandidata, ako aj o jeho profesionalnom pristupe k dohl'adu nad $tidiom mladych
vyskumnikov. Pocet posudkov bakalarskych, magisterskych a doktorandskych prac dokazuje,
ze kvalifikaciu, vedomosti a vyskumné a pedagogické metddy docenta Martina Kasardu si
cenia aj ini vedci. Za zmienku stoji, Ze v sti¢asnosti je Skolitel'om Styroch doktorandov, do
predstavuje vyznamny prispevok k rozvoju novych univerzitnych vyskumnych a
pedagogickych pracovnikov. Témy, ktorym sa jeho semindrni $tudenti venuja na vietkych
urovniach, st vel'mi zaujimavé a sved¢ia o kompetencii a znalostiach Skolitel’a, ako aj o jeho
ddkladnom pochopeni sti¢asnych kultarnych, medialnych, socialnych a literarnych problémov.
O svoje poznatky sa Martin Kasarda deli aj vo vysoko3kolskych u&ebniciach. Jedna sa bud’ o
autorské publikécie, ako st Stylistika pre Zurnalistov, Praktickd prirucka pisania pre
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profesiondlov, alebo kapitoly v utebniciach pre Studentov, ako Vytvorte si viasiné média: (web
noviny, socidlne siete), ktoré boli publikované v diele Clovek pred kamerou a vytvorte si
viastné médid.

Za zmienku stoji aj administrativna praca kandidata, zamerana na najlep$i zdujem
univerzity. Mam na mysli jeho Gspe$né zapojenie sa do tvorby Studijnych programov a
akreditaénej dokumenticie pre bakalarske, magisterské a doktorandské Stadium (2016; 2023).
Treba tie% poznamenat’, Ze docent Kasarda, vedici katedry masmédii a marketingovej
komunikécie, ju efektivne rozvija a prispieva k uznaniu a posilneniu vedeckych tspechov
svojej fakulty aj univerzity. Katedru podporuje aj ako aktivny novinar a redaktor viacerych
¢asopisov.

Kandidat nezanedb4va ani vyskumnii pracu. Jeho Gspechy st rozsiahle a roﬁnanité;
jednotlivé prace su désledne spojené s jeho hlavnou oblastou zdujmu. Je to vyznamné, pretoze
to demonstruje rozvoj doc. Martina Kasardu ako vyskumného pracovnika a vedecky potencial,
ktory je vlastny jeho zvolenému $tudijnému odboru. Z jeho price je zrejmé, Ze pdsobenim v
oblasti masmédii a stvisiacich kategérii su¢asnej kultiry rozpoznava a formuluje vyznamné
vyskumné problémy, identifikuje prileZitosti pre rozvoj javov, o ktoré sa zaujima, dovody ich
rozsirovania a vyvoja, ako aj vyhody a hrozby, ktoré z toho vyplyvaji.

Nie je to vobec jednoducha tloha, ked’ze kandidat posobi v prvom rade v oblasti
populérnej kultiry — so vietkymi jej vyhodami a nevyhodami, ako aj s vyskumnymi
obmedzeniami vyplyvajtcimi z dthodobo pestovaného, zdrahavého postoja vyskumnikov zo
strednej Eurépy k tomuto fenoménu. Texty a iné artefakty popularnej kultiry boli (a €asto stale
st) odbornikmi skiimajticimi vysokd kultiiru povazované za nehodnotné, a preto aj za
nevhodné &i nepripustné pre vedecké analyzy a skiimanie.

Druhou a este ddleZitejSou oblast'ou, na ktora sa doc. Martin Kasarda zameriava, s
masmédia, ktoré boli predtym (v najlepSom pripade) vedeckymi pracovnikmi ignorované. Obe
oblasti vyskumu st %ivé a neustéle sa vyvijajl, ¢o predstavuje d’al$iu vyzvu pre vyskumnikov.
Nemame staticky, nemenny, staticky fenomén, ale kultiru v neustalom pohybe, dynamickt a
vyzadujtcu si neustalu pozornost’ a interakeiu.

2
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Kandidét je autorom niekolkych tspesnych vedeckych monografii a pogetnych
clankov, publikovanych bud’ vo v§znamnych kolektivnych monografiach, alebo vo
vyzmamnych vedeckych ¢asopisoch. Ich podet jasne demonstruje vysoku troveii vedeckej
publikacnej ¢innosti. Medzi tymito publikaciami sia texty, ktoré sit mi obzv1ast’ blizke, ako
napriklad Populdrna kultira a masové média = od karnevalovej ulice po virtudlny svet (2013)
alebo Kniha: Najvacsi vyndlez fudstva (2023) — najma preto, Ze aj ja povazujem tladent knihu
za najdbleZitej8i vynalez Fudstva a zdiePam nazor Umberta Eca, Jeana-Clauda Carricra a Jeana-
Phillippa de Tonnaca, ktorych Kasarda tie cituje vo svojej monografii: knihy nezmiznt (This
is not the end of the book, 2009). MbZeme to vidiet celkom jasne: moderni autori asto
zaCinaji publikovanim online, napriklad na Wattpade, no vydanie knihy v tladenej podobe
povazuju za ur€ity druh ,,povznesenia®“ svojho diela.

Aj autorove Elanky preukazujl jeho znadnu profesionalitu a zaujem o to, ¢o sa deje
s kultiirou a jej textami v su¢asnom svete. Rada by som tu poukézala na diela v anglitine (hoci
0 ne nie je nidza ani v slovencine), napriklad Fare, Death, and Marketing. Is a Book the Same

Product as Yogurt or a Car?, ktora sa zaobera komercializéciou kultirnych textov (diskusia o

tejto otazke prebieha v Pol'sku u? mnoho rokov), a Social Media Usage as a Solution to the

Financial Problems of European SMEs: International Comparison of Firms in the Iron and
Mining Industries (obzvla$t dblezité teraz, ked’ prebieha — alebo skoér sa prave zadina —
globalna debata o \ilohe a vplyve socidlnych médif). DoleZita je viak aj Shocking in Popular
Music: Commaodification by Eccentricity, uZ len preto, Ze Zijeme v kultire, kde sa Sok a Skandal
stavaju zakladom, na ktorom mnohi T'udia, ktorf sa chet stat’ umelcami, stavaji svoje uznanie.
Clénok s nazvom The Truth of Passion: About the Destruction of Public Discussion by Virtual
Space z2sa presne poukazuje na nebezpetenstvo presunu diskusie z realneho priestoru do toho
virtuaineho: nahradzanie faktov faktoidmi (termin Normana Mailera) a vecnej diskusie a
objekiivmych argumentov ikonami »paci sa mi to“ alebo ,,nepadi sa mi to*.

Docent Martin Kasarda je tie? prijemcom viacerych grantov — ako hlavny realizator aj

ako spolepracovnik na projektoch. Témy tychto projektov st vel'mi aktualne: tykaji sa tlohy
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knih vo svete, slobody médii a prejavu, vzt'ahu medzi médiami a politikou atd’. Mnohé z javov,
ktoré Studuje, s relativne nové, vyvijaji sa rychlo a teoreticky nie sti dostatotne spracované.

Tieto granty izko stvisia s vyskumnymi zaujmami Martina Kasardu a s pomocou jeho

novinarskej Cinnosti viedli k vyznamnym Gspechom v publikaciach aj v rozsahu jeho vyucby.

To umoZityje kandidatovi efektivne formovat’ novi, zodpovednii generéciu informovanych

jpouzivatel'ov siicasnej kultary a spolahlivych novinarov. K tomuto cielu prispieva aj jeho

zapojenie sa do akademického Zivota: zi¢astiiuje sa mnohych konferencii rozneho rozsahu,
pozyvaju ho prednéSat’ na narodnej aj medzinarodnej Grovni a pdsobil ako hlavny re¢nik na
vedeckych podujatiach.

Spomenit treba aj jeho literdme dielo. PodPa méjho ndzoru méa velky vyznam, pretoze
predstavuje kIi€ovy prvok jeho identity ako vedca aj ako pedagdga. Skutodnost, Ze Martin
Kasarda je umelec a spisovatel, ovplyviiuje aj to, akym je vyskumnikom a u¢iteFom. Estetické
kateg6rie (napr. groteska, humor), spdsob pouZivania jazyka a narativne a umelecké rieSenia
pouzité v dielach ako Dole! Dole! O mafidnskej Skole, Budiicnost na predaj a Krajina krdsnych
ludi dokonale ilustruju autorov pristup k realite: s odstupom, no s plnym pochopenim
zavaznosti a doleZitosti problémov, ktorym sa venuje.

Docenta Martina Kasardu vnimam ako ¢loveka s otvorenou myslou, Sirokym zdberom
zaujmov a silnym nasadenim pre vedeck pracu. Najlepsie to dokazuje rozsiahla tvorba
kandidéta, ktord odraZa jeho osobnost ako &loveka, novinara, umelca a predovietkym
vyskumnika.

Jeho pocetné vedecké prace sa ukdzali byt vel'mi cennymi a obohatili perspektivy v
ramci kultarnych, socialnych a medialnych $tadii tym, Ze predstavili slovensky pohl'ad na vec.
Toto obohatenie je obzvl4st vyznamné pre vyskum popularnej literattry a kulttry, oblasti,
ktoré dnes predstavuji spolo&né a prepojené skiisenosti naprie Eurépou. Rovnako relevantné
je aj pre medialne Stidie, najmé vzhladom na globalizaciu a dynamicky rozvoj st¢asného

medialneho prostredia.
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Vyskum Martina Kasardu povazujem za dolezity a relevantny pre stiGasnii oblast
humanitnych vied vratane medialnych $tidii. Vo svojej akademickej praci sa dosledne zaobera
zakladnymi kultirnymi a socidlnymi dimenziami moderného sveta, pri¢om vyuZiva sicasné
metodologické nastroje a zaroven zostava pevne zakotveny v zavedenych vedeckych
tradicidch.

Beruc.do uvahy vsetky tieto skuto¢nosti, konstatujem, Ze dosiahnuté vysledky Martina
Kasardu ho opraviiujt uchadzat’ sa o titul profesora. PoZiadavky na uchadzadov o tento titul
dokonca prekracuji. Jeho vedecké vysledky povaZujem za vyznamné, origindlne a ddleZité pre

Studijny odbor, ktory si zvolil. Preto podporujem Ziadost” docenta Martina Kasardu o udelenie

titulu profesor.

[necitatelny podpis]
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